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“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA
P.0.BOX 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address
RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)

Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

15 September 2011

Social Hour:
Luncheon:

11:00 AM
11:45 AM

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

BIG GAME - NAVY VS SJS

T he United States Naval Academy midshipmen will face the San Jose State
University Spartans football team at Spartan Stadium, San Jose, Saturday,
November 19, 2011, 1:00 pm.

Tickets are in high demand with resellers already asking $53 to $81
per ticket. One on line source for tickets is www.ticketsnow.com. =

Source: Tickets Now

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1 Sept
15 Sept
6 Oct
20 Oct

Board Meeting 10:00 AM
Luncheon 11:00 AM
Board Meeting 10:00 AM
XXXXX 11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open To All Members
Board Minutes Are Available To Members From The Secretary



SVC WEB SITES

ur Chapter website is

www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org. You can also get to it from
the national MOAA site: Put the
cursor over Community, then
click on Chapters and Councils,
Council/Chapter Locator, CA,
then Silicon Valley Chapter.
From there you may link over to
our primary website above. @

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER
T he TRICARE service Center

is located on Wescoat Court,
in Building 587, Moffett Federal
Airfield. Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. -

REPORTING DEATHS
Q% embers can report the
death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn:
MSC, 201 N Washington St,
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622

Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning
the Membership Chair — see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. ==

Thought For The Month

An honest politician is one
who when he is  bought
will stay bought.

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s  September

speaker will be the distin-
guished Lt. Col. Roger Dong,
USAF-Ret, a China specialist
with extensive military and civil-
ian experience in Asia. His chosen
title is: China — The Threat and the
Challenge

Most analysts  characterize
present Sino-American relations
as being complex and multi-
faceted. The United States and the
People’s Republic of China are
usually neither allies nor enemies;
the U.S. government and military
establishment do not regard the
Chinese as an adversary, but as
a competitor in some areas and a
partner in others.

Relations between the People’s
Republic of China and the United
States have been generally stable
with some periods of tension, most
notably after the breakup of the
Soviet Union, which removed a
common enemy and ushered in a
world characterized by American
dominance. There are also special
concerns relating to human rights
in the People’s Republic of China
and the political status of Taiwan.

While there are some tensions
in Sino-American relations, there
are also many stabilizing factors.
The PRC and the United States
are major trade partners and have
common interests in the prevention
and suppression of terrorism and
nuclear proliferation. China and the
US are the largest mutual trading
partners, excluding the European
Union. China is also the largest
foreign creditor for the United
States. China’s challenges and
difficulties are mainly internal, and
there is a desire to maintain stable

.

relations with the United States.
The Sino-American relationship
has been described by top leaders
and academics as the world’s most
important bilateral relationship of
the 21st century.

Colonel Dong began his 32-year
active duty and reserve military
career after graduating from
San Francisco State University
with a BA in psychology and
Chinese Studies as well as being
named an ROTC Distinguished
Military  Graduate. Later he
earned the MA in Chinese and
Japanese Studies at University
of Arizona. In the Air Force he
served in intelligence, counter-
intelligence, law enforcement, and
as a Chinese language program
director and instructor. He served
four Reserve Air Attaché tours
at the U.S. Consulate General in
Hong Kong, and later as a civilian
served as a Defense Attaché in
Taiwan. In his civilian career,
initially with IBM, he has run
three companies, commanded
three  military  organizations,
and headed six  non-profit
organizations. Today in retirement
he is a tireless supporter of the
extended military community. =&

Source: Biography

INTRODUCING
haplain Fred Tittle serves as
the chapter’s chaplain, meet-

g the needs of chapter members
by assisting in times of trouble,
responding to emergencies, and
offering advice and counsel. Fred
is often present at board meetings
and general membership luncheon
meetings to offer the invocation



and benediction as well as provide
details of special needs within the
military community.

In April 2011 he was installed
as an honorary member of Silicon
Valley Chapter. A retired U. S.
Marine, he served in Vietnam,
Japan, Subic Bay, Panama, and
Guatemala City.

He currently resides and works
as a volunteer along with his wife,
Jeanie, at Moffett Field where he
assisted in creating transitional
housing for injured OIF/OEF
veterans leaving the military and
VA hospitals.

Chaplain ~ Tittle holds an
undergraduate degree from
Michigan State University and
earned a graduate degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary.

Source: Biography

SPORTS IN IRAN
Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn
Prescott offers memories of when she
accompanied her husband MAJ Dana

Prescott, USA, a military attaché, to
Iran in 1948-51. Edited for Space.

s the Gendarmerie and

Army Mission office hours
were 7:00 am to 1:00 pm summers
and 8:00 am to 2:00 pm winters,
there was ample time for sports and
I was married to a man who was en-
thusiastic about any and all of them.
Afternoons were not to be wasted
with the customary siesta, so while
most of Tehran slept, Dana, mad
dogs, and Englishmen were out in
the noonday sun—dragging me
along. I was wiry and strong and
had always thought of myself as
athletic, but had never really played
many games.

Tennis was Dana’s best game
and he never gave up trying to
make a tennis player out of me.
We often swam in the big pool at
the Big House, but when I did my
laps I would sink like a rock if I
didn’t swim as hard as I could. Now
sunbathing—that was something |
was really good at.

While I was never able to learn
to really whack a golf ball, at least
my ineptitude didn’t especially
need to bother anyone else’s game.
There was a golf course the English
had built on some barren land not
far out of town. When you pulled
up to the little shanty that was the
“clubhouse,” ragged little boys
clambered all over you begging to
be your caddy, so after a time the
club officers hired a scruffy man to
be sort of a caddy master to keep the
boys in line, literally. He drew a line
in the dust and they were supposed
to toe the line while the golfers
chose their caddies.

As we pulled up one morning in
the jeep the caddy master had one
little boy by the scruff of the neck
and was beating him about the head
with a club. Here I went again. I
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jumped out of the jeep, rushed up to
the caddy master and knocked him
to the ground with a very credible
uppercut. He got up and went
crying to Dana who was rushing up
to extricate me again. No golf that
day. Dana grabbed me and stuffed
me back in the jeep and we left in
a cloud of dust. I guess I caused the
guy to lose his job because we never
saw him again.

The golf course was flat. It was
hot. It was dusty. It was devoid of all
vegetation except thistles and scrub
brush. The rocks had been hauled to
the sides making rocky roughs and
all scrub vegetation cleared from
the dusty “fairways.” After a rain
the fairway was packed down hard,
so if you were able simply to hit the
ball straight, it would roll and roll as
if you were driving your ball down
the highway. Sometimes we would
have to wait as a boy led his flock
of sheep across the fairway.

Once a year there was a big golf
dance and the winners of the year’s
contests were announced and silver
trophies and loving cups awarded.
The ballroom was upstairs and two
sides were lined with windows that
reached from ceiling to floor. At
one of the dances all of the trophies
to be awarded were displayed on a
card table in front of those windows.
Dana and I came swinging by in
a lilting waltz and my full skirted
evening dress swung out against
the card table. Up it went in slow
motion and all the trophies slid out
the window and bounced on the
stone patio one floor below. After
the bent and scratched trophies were
retrieved and awarded, Dana and I
shamefacedly gathered them up and
took them down to a silversmith the

Continued on Page 4



next day to be repaired. =
Persian Version: Adventures in
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

OBITUARIES
BILL DEMERS
CAPT, USA (RET)

With the May 7th passing of William
George DeMers, the chapter lost a
distinguished member. A regular at
monthly luncheon meetings as long
as his schedule and health allowed,
it was clear he had many friends and
admirers and was respected across
all age groups. His dedication to
the chapter was as evident as his
never-ending sense of humor and
determination to weather life’s ups
and downs. A resident of Mt. View,
he was 96.

Some years ago a description of
Bill’s experiences on New Guinea
appeared in a Bulletin article. In
1936 he joined the Wisconsin
National Guard and later during
WWII served with the Army’s 32nd
Infantry Division where he advanced
to the grade of captain and served
as a company commander. The
battles were rugged and desperate,
a time when Bill lost some of his
soldiers and close friends in other
units. He was wounded in action
and evacuated by black natives,
the Fuzzy Wuzzy, the name given
by Australian troops to a group
of Papua New Guinean people
who assisted and escorted injured
troops down the Kokoda trail. He
was awarded the Purple Heart and
Bronze Star.

Bill was born in Rice Lake,
Wisconsin, married an army nurse,
and had a 23-year career with the

U.S. Post Office servingin later years
as Supervisor of Postal Services,
participated with many military
organizations, and worked to enrich
the lives of the people around him.
He would say, jokingly, “I don’t want
to see you at my funeral.” Today he
sees us, unless he’s watching the
San Francisco Giants. Rest well,
good friend. Be thou at peace. =

ROBERT G. SMITH
CDR, USN (RET)

In 1927 Charles A. Lindbergh flew
his sleek silver-gray monoplane
3600 miles from New York to Paris.
It was the year the Dumbarton
Bridge opened, carrying the first
automobile traffic across San
Francisco Bay. And in that year
CDR Robert G. Smith, USN (RET)
was born in Redding, California.
Bob passed away peacefully late
in the evening of June 30th. He
was a remarkable man, quiet and
unassuming, who served the chapter
for many years, both as an officer
and director. His most recent role
was chapter Secretary.

In 1945 Bob left home and joined
the Navy, and after the war attended
the University of Idaho, graduating
in 1951 with the BSCE and a
commission as Ensign, USN. After
three years aboard the USS Maddox
and three trips to the Western Pacific,
he went to Groton, Connecticut for
submarine training. It was there
he met and married Frances Mae
Ricci; they were married more than
50 years. When he retired in 1971
the family relocated to San Jose and
Bob took a position with Lockheed
Missiles and Space Company from
which he retired in 1989. Bob
always said his best job was skipper
of a diesel submarine.
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Bob and Fran were interested in
international travel and over time
visited seven continents.

Bob had many friends and he will be
loved and missed by those fortunate
enough to have known him. Well
done, Bob. Be thou at peace. =

JOACHIM SPECIALE
LTC, USA (RET)

A distinguished Army officer and
chapter member has died in San
Jose after a brief illness.
LTC Joachim J. (Joe) Speciale,
USA (RET), was born in San Jose’s
old O’Connor Hospital in 1918,
graduated from Bellarmine College
Preparatory and in 1939 received
a baccalaureate degree from Santa
Clara University. He was the
youngest man to become an ROTC
officer at that time.
Upon  graduation  he was
commissioned in the U.S. Army
as an artillery officer and stationed
at the Presidio of San Francisco
and Fort Ord before WWII, then
later assigned to the “Pineapple
Pentagon” in Honolulu after the
1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. During
Joe’s career of 20 years with the
6th United States Army, he and
his family lived in Washington,
D.C., Germany, San Francisco,
and Virginia. He also worked at
the National War College and the
Pentagon in logistics, mostly on
major projects in the 1950’s to
maintain a well-prepared military.
One of his later assignments was
to nuclear guided missile project
development, the intent of which
was to deter a possible WWIII based
on the experiences of 1941.
Joe completed a law degree while
on active duty and after retiring in
1962 returned home to San Jose,



working for the County of Santa
Clara for many years and retiring
as Clerk of the Court of Santa Clara
County. Well done good and faithful
servant. Be thou at peace. =

CADET THANK YOU
adet Colonel Ragan Bansal,
C Commander, San Jose State
niversity Air Force ROTC 45th
Cadet Wing, sent the following let-
ter following his receipt of the chap-
ter’s 2011 $1,000 scholarship.

“I would like to thank chapter
members for the scholarship. This
will greatly help in allowing me
to pursue my academics without
the worry of financial burdens. |
would also like to thank you for the
invitation to the luncheon; it was a
great opportunity to meet and talk
with veterans, and gain a better
perspective on active duty.

“The scholarships your
organization provides to college
students pursuing military careers
go a long way in ensuring that
students are provided the ability
to focus on academics, while not
worrying about how they will meet
financial requirements. In my case,
I am a commuter student, so a great
deal of my income is devoted to
transportation costs. This gives me
the opportunity to spend my time on
my studies.

“MOAA not only gave me a
better understanding of the type
of networking connections one
receives as an officer in the military,
but it also helped set me up for
academic success in the future.
With this opportunity, [ have a better
understanding of what to expect on

active duty and the positive effects
of scholarship opportunities. I
would like to thank you again for
this amazing opportunity, and for
giving me a better perspective on
active duty life.

“Thank you for your
continued support of
Detachment 045  cadets.”

Cadet Ragan J. Bansal

AFROTC

T he chapter provided a $500

donation check to Air Force
Reserve Officers Training Corps
(AFROTC), Detachment 045, San
Jose State University, in support of
a very special term-end event, and
the detachment commander Lt. Col.
Rick G. Moxley, USAF, sent the
following letter of appreciation.

“l want to personally thank
you for your -contributions to
Detachment 045. Your grant
funding was extremely generous
and very timely in its delivery. With
it, we were able to execute one of
the best Combat Dining-Ins that this
unit has seen. This event provided
an avenue for team building, esprit
de corps, and camaraderie between
the cadre and the cadets. We even
had the rare pleasure of one of your
members, CAPT Paul Barrish, as
our guest speaker for the event. |
cannot thank you enough for your
continued support, not just this year
but in past years as well.

Detachment 045 hopes to
continue this event for many
years to come. We appreciate

your support and look forward to
working with you in the future.” -
Lt Col Moxley

ID CARD CHANGE

T he Moftett Field ID card office

has been moved to the new
U.S. Army Reserve Center, 230 RT
Jones Road, Mt. View, CA 94043-
1809. The office can be reached by
making the left hand turn from the
4-way stop immediately prior to the
Moftett Field main gate. The build-
ing is one half mile down the road
on the left.

It will be necessary to make an
advance appointment for entry to
the building and obtaining the new
card. Appointments can be made
by telephone at (650) 526-9891
or (650) 526-9517 or on-line at
http://appointments.cac.navy.mil,
probably the best way to do it. ==

U.S. Army Reserve Notice

TRICARE & MEDICARE

T RICARE and Medicare are

separate programs. Medicare
is health insurance for people age
65 or older, as well as for people
under age 65 who have qualified for
Social Security disability insurance.

TRICARE  For Life is
TRICARE’s Medicare-wraparound
coverage available to all Medicare-
eligible TRICARE beneficiaries,
regardless of age or place of
residence, provided they have
Medicare Parts A and B. There
is no paperwork associated with
TFL. Beneficiaries automatically
gain coverage when they meet the
requirements.

Beneficiaries must sign up for
Medicare as soon as they become
eligible to ensure that they continue
to get benefits under TRICARE.

Continued on Page 6



Beneficiaries turning 65 receive
reminder letters from the Defense
Manpower Data Center. For more
information regarding Medicare
sign-up, beneficiaries can call
at 800-633-4227 or go to www.
medicare.gov.

Beneficiaries are ineligible for
TRICARE benefits for any period
of time that they have Medicare
Part A but not Part B, with several
exceptions. For information on
these exceptions, beneficiaries can
go to www.tricare.mil/factsheets/
Medicare or talk with their regional
health care contractor.

While Medicare is the primary
insurance when a beneficiary
turns 65, TRICARE acts as the
secondary insurance, minimizing
out-of-pocket expenses. TRICARE
covers Medicare’s co-insurance and
deductible. After Medicare pays
its part of the claim, TRICARE
pays the remaining amount for any
TRICARE covered services and the
beneficiary pays nothing. As the
primary payer, Medicare approves
health care services for payment.

If a beneficiary has other health
insurance, Medicare  forwards
their claim to that company.
The beneficiary must then file a
paper claim with their TRICARE
contractor. If the beneficiary
has  employer group  health
plan coverage based on current
employment, the employer group
pays first, Medicare pays second
and TRICARE pays last.

Medicare does not provide
coverage outside of the United
States and  U.S. territories
(American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands).
TRICARE is the primary payer

for health care received overseas
(except U.S. territories), unless
the beneficiary has other health
insurance. Overseas, TFL provides
the same coverage as TRICARE
Standard and has the same cost-
shares and deductibles. When
seeking care from a host-nation
provider, beneficiaries should be
prepared to pay up front for services
and submit a claim to the overseas
claims processor.

Beneficiaries who have further

questions about TRICARE
and Medicare coverage can
go to  www.tricare.mil, or
call Wisconsin Physicians

Service at 866-773-0404. =
Air Force Retiree News Service

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

T he Board of Directors is seek-
ing candidates to fill two di-
rector vacancies with service to be-
gin in early October.

General: The board includes the
elected officers, elected directors,
and the immediate past president.
The chapter requires at least five
but not more than eleven directors.
Directors are elected annually and
serve for a term of one year or until
a successor has been elected or
appointed. The board meets the 1st
Thursday of the month at a 129th
Rescue Wing facility, Moffett Field,
from 10:00am until about 11:30am,
with some members choosing to
have lunch together.

Duties: The bylaws Article VII,
Section 2, states that the Board of
Directors shall:

1. Supervise the business of SVC
MOAA;

2. Be responsible for proper
management of funds and property;

3. Fill any Board of Director
vacancies;

4. Perform all duties required by
law and by tradition of a Board of
Directors.

In short, board members are
responsible for managing the
chapter’s business. The primary
role of directors is to offer counsel
and advice to the officers. Although
there will be plenty of opportunities
for service, the only real time
commitment is the monthly board
meeting.

Rewards: Serving as a director
offers a chance to help define the
chapter’s future and to make a
difference. Most directors look
on meetintgs as a social time of
camaraderie, good conversation,
achievement, personal satisfaction,
and a good time.

Members who are interested in
service as a director, or who would
like to nominate others, contact Lt.
Col. Jay Craddock, president, in Los
Altos, telephone (650) 968-0446 or
e-mail b25jay@sbcglobal.net. =

Excerpts from Bylaws




Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form

Date Enroll Me As: New Member Renewing Member Aux Member
Annual Dues: $26.00 $

(Auxiliary — Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)

Donations to SVC Fund $ Donations to Scholarship Fund $
Donations to PAWS $ Donation to USO $
(All Donations are Tax Deductible)
Total: $§ Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please

complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active Reserve Guard Former Officer Widow(er)
Name: / / / /
Last First MI Rank Service
Address: /
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite
City State Zip Spouse’s Name
5 Digit 4 Digit
Phone ( )

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made
to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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MICHAEL SAMPOGNARO
LTCOL. USAF (RET)

MIER &8 AMPOGNARD NET
RIZZETTLCOM

408-TT9-7T189  FAX 408-TH-59083
1645 SAN FEDRO AVENUE MORGAN HILL. CALIPORNIA 93037

John F. Oliver EA
Tax Consultant

CAPT, USAF (Ret)

By Appointment Only
(408) 578-3292
Fax 972-9171

Enrolled to Practice
Before the
Internal Revenus Services

895 Bowen Avenue
San Jose, CA 95123

The Dayton Law Firm
Richard C. Dayton

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Certified Specialist - Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law

1754 Technology Dr. #230 Tel: 408-437-7570
San Jose, CA 95110 Fax: 408-437-7509

Rich@TheDaytonLawFirm.com
www. TaxAndEstatePlanners.com
MOAA Member Discount Available )
Estate Planning, Probate, Medi-Cal and VA Benefits Planning
Certified by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

COLONIAL

THE CUSIMANO FAMILY

MORTUARY
SHERRI S.

CUSIMANO
"Services with Dignity and Respect"

96 EL CAMINO REAL WEST
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040

PHONE: (650)968-4453
FAX: (650)968-9426

FDR 942 rmennn
CA INS 0751782 MORTICIANS

FD 1041
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Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

September 2011 SAN JOSE CA
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED PERMIT NO. 1223

LOCATION - BILTMORE HOTEL - 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on

Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
Cut Here Cut Here

*#****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM***%*

Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 September
If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,
please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve places for the 15 September Luncheon

A TOTAL of $ including a donation of $ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO or undesignated
donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:

Telephone:

MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT



